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THE TESTIMONY OF HISTORY

TO LIVE AND OVERCOME
THE EPIDEMIC IN THE PRESENT

he new coronavirus (SARS-CoV 2) and COVID-19 brought unexpected challenges to the

Humanity. The answer to these challenges is more than a quest for the biomedical science
and transcends health issues. In this context and seeking complementarity between health
sciences and the emerging field of health humanities, this Symposium is promoted, which aims
to recourse to historical knowledge to understand and help to live the difficult present time.

This role attributed to the humanities and historical studies has been highlighted in recent mon-
ths in various initiatives (webinars, special magazine issues, interviews, opinion articles) car-
ried out by various institutions and civil society, and in several countries.

This seminar aims to be a space for knowledge sharing on the theme of epidemics, in diffe-
rent geographical contexts, national and foreign, limited to the Middle and Early Modern Ages,
seeking to establish a bridge between the past and the present. It will be held in two days
and consists of brief presentations (10 min.) carried out by invited researchers, followed by
debate, and open to all those interested in participating.

This proposal is a joint initiative of two ongoing hospital and health history research projects: Hospi-
talis: Hospital architecture in Portugal (PTDC/ART-HIS/30808/2017) (IR: Joana Balsa de Pinho; Euro-
pean Institute Culture Science Padre Manuel Antunes; ARTIS - Institute of History of Art, Faculty of
Letters, University of Lisbon) and Royal Hospital of All Saints: the city and health (IR’s: André Teixeira,
Edite Martins Alberto, Rodrigo Banha da Silva; DPC-Lisbon City Council, CHAM — Center for Humani-
ties, NOVA FCSH).

The event will be broadcast on CHAM'’s YouTube Channel
June 18, 5h30-7h00 p.m. (Lisbon time): https://youtu.be/txfwRs-4cio
June 19, 5h30-7h00 p.m. (Lisbon time): https://youtu.be/fHfFQFBhOYI

Email: historic.epidemics@gmail.com

Organizers
Edite Martins Alberto (CHAM, NOVA FCSH; DPC,CML) | Joana Balsa de Pinho (IECCPMA; ARTIS, FLUL)

Institutional partnerships
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Image: Josse Lieferinxe, “Saint Sebastian Interceding for the plague stricken” (1497-1499) (Walters Art Museum)
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